[Targeting chemotherapy of hepatocellular carcinoma by arterial administration of anticancer agents dissolved in lipiodol].
The lipid lymphographic agent, Lipiodol ultrafluid has been found to remain selectively in hepatocellular carcinoma. Using this characteristic nature of Lipiodol, a new targeting anticancer chemotherapy was devised. In order to achieve targeting anticancer chemotherapy and useful anticancer effects, anticancer drugs must be dissolved or suspended in Lipiodol and diffuse out from the Lipiodol gradually. Oily anticancer agents such as SMANCS dissolved in Lipiodol (SMANCS/Lipiodol), Mitomycin C in Lipiodol (MMC/Lipiodol), Aclarubicin in Lipiodol (ACR/Lipiodol) and a mixture of these were administered by catheterizing the celiac or hepatic artery under X-ray monitoring in 216 patients with hepatocellular carcinoma. Remarkable anticancer effects of this targeting chemotherapy were achieved, the serum AFP level and tumor size both showing a decrease in 91% of cases. The survival period of patients with unresectable hepatoma treated with the present protocol was definitely longer than the comparison group.